
* Dat a can be r ecor ded as t hr ee main t ypes  
 
1.   Categorical Data (Qualit at ive) 
* This is dat a which is usually r ecor ded as a label and not  a number . 
 E. g. :    i) Checking male/ f emale on a sur vey 
          ii) List ing t he t ype of  car  t hat  you dr ive 
         iii) Eye colour  
 
* Somet imes, cat egor ical dat a is r ecor ded as a number , but  t he value of  
t he number  is not  as impor t ant  as what  it  r epr esent s. 
* A common example of  t his is known as t he Likert  Scale.  This is 
f r equent ly  
 used on sur veys wher e: 
      1=St r ongly disagr ee 
      2=Disagr ee 
      3=Neut r al 
      4=Agr ee 
      5=St rongly agree 
 
2.   Cont inuous Data 
* This is numer ical (or  quant it at ive) dat a wher e values can exist  bet ween 
r ecor ded values. 
      i.e. decimals are allowed 
E. g. :    Any measur ement  (mL, cm, m, weight , t ime, t emper at ur e) wher e  
        decimals ar e per mit t ed. 
 
3.   Discrete Data 
* This is also numer ical dat a, but  decimals ar e not  allowed.  Ther e is a  
  f ixed number  of  possible values. 
 
E. g. :   Number  of  t oppings on a pizza, money in cent s, hockey scor es 
 


